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The professional associations
The professional associations act as an umbrella for the professionals working in the same field. The associations define the profession and help the members further their profession to a higher level. The process involves research, learning, and quality control. The professional associations have different missions and functions, the associations include American Psychological Association (APA), American Counseling Association (ACA), American School Counseling Association (ASCA), Society for Industrial and Organizational Psychology (SIOP), and American Psychology and Law society. Professional associations are important in improvement of the profession and in the life a student.
American Psychological Association
According to Cherry (2020), American Psychological Association (APA), is an organization that represents the Psychologists scientifically and professionally in the United States. It is based in Washington DC, having over 120,000 members from the year 2017. The membership in the APA is not limited to the clinicians and the scientists alone but also allow psychology students and educators. The idea was brought to ensure the organization is able to balance people from various fields. The organization has a mission which aims at promoting the advancement, efficient communication, and help in the application of psychological science and knowledge to improve society and their lives.
The American Psychological Association (APA), has various functions that is stipulated and instrumented by the mission statement. The mission of the APA aims at utilizing psychology to improve and solve some of the societal issues. The functions of the APA include: 

Promoting psychology
The aim of APA is to improve and advance psychology to another level, the organization aims at ensuring the psychology that was started in ancient time is in different from what is present today. Because APA includes students of psychology, the advancement is required to equip the learners with updated information.
Regulation of official tales
The organization has some regulations on the conditions one should meet to be called a psychologist. One should have doctoral degree in psychology from an organized program of study which should come from a credited university or any professional psychology school. The regulation ensures those called psychologists are well equipped in their profession and they can deliver the required services. 
Official style manual
APA has been designed to be a common style of communication and educational purposes, where the style is used in psychology and other sciences that is sociology. The style has been used in citation styles and referencing in various academic papers. The style helps the writers and the psychology students to maintain the style of writing.
Members from APA enjoy various benefits which include expert career support, psychology support, saving opportunities, networking opportunities, lifelong opportunities, and voice in APA governance. There are also various resources that members in APA benefit from, the resources include the APA PsycExtra, Encyclopedia of psychology, APA psycBooks, APA journal articles, some publication related to aging, brochures, guides and fact sheets (American Psychological Association, 2021).
American Counseling Association (ACA)
American Counselling Association (ACA), is a licensed organization for professional counselors. It is the World’s largest organization for counselors with over 56,000 members who offer support and content in counselling. It was founded in 1952 as a non-profit organization, it has remained to operate on its terms over the years now. The organization has mission that act as the guide to its operation and development. The mission of ACA is to improve the quality of societal life and enhancement of the counselor’s professional development to a high level that will promote respect of human life and dignity (Maniss, 2021). 
According to Julie et al (2021), the functions of American Counseling Association (ACA) include assisting clients to resolve their patterns, involved in prevention, improving client’s life and rehabilitation. Rehabilitation counselors assist people with various conditions such as psychiatric condition, disabled people, and those with chronic illness. The American Counseling Association (ACA) used various techniques to ensure the stated mission is met, the organization ensured the professional counselors are well equipped to deliver quality services and capable of understanding the various needs of the clients. The various activities they have been involved with include providing the clients with long lasting advices and also offer support after the counselling session. 
The members in the ACA benefit from various benefits which include the American Counseling Association (ACA) insurance programs, life, disability, professional liability, home, and long-term care insurance. The members have also been provided with various discounts from banks such as bank of America, Elavon Merchant services, choice hotels, Budget car rental services, Alvis, books, Office Depot, and therapy sites. The members also enjoy the benefit of employment resources which include posting resumes, use of career consultants, and cover letter reviews. There are also various resources available for the members which include Copy of the journal of Counselling and Development stored electronically and other publications such as the e-News publications. They are also able to access various books published by ACA every year among many other resources in the organization. The books that are provided and developed by American Counseling Association (ACA), was developed to assist the professional counselors have a resource center to equip their skills of counselling people (Maniss et al, 2021).
American School Counseling Association (ASCA)
The American School Counseling Association (ASCA) was developed in the United States to help the school counselors with their efforts in schools to encourage the students to focus on their academic life, emotional and social development, and their careers. This support was to help the students become serious and achieve academic excellence and also become responsible people in the society. ASCA play the unique role among all the association by providing the school counselors, parents, public and administrators with adequate research, advocacy, and publications (Heacock, 2021).
According to Heacock (2021), American School Counseling Association (ASCA) has a mission which guides its operations in schools, the mission aims at representing the school counselor who are professionals and at the same time promote professionalism and ethical practices as an organization. The mission of the ASCA has been achieved through various support they offer to the public, parents and the school counselor effortlessly. 
American School Counseling Association (ASCA) has various functions in schools, the organization provide the school with various counselling programs which support students in academic and social life. The programs are designed in a way it supports the school counselor profession and acquire more strategic ways of supporting the students. The organization has eliminated the scenario where school counselors have to get back to their pockets to assist students in worse situations. They have designed enough resources including publication where the school counselors are updates regularly. 
The school counselors in ASCA are also entitled to various roles which include review of the data, Checking the student annual goal outcomes, developing groups and creating classrooms, actions plan report to the school. These roles align with the American School Counseling Association (ASCA) mission to support the students with positive social life (ASCA, 2017).
The school counselors are also taught ways of dealing with students who are not ready to share their situation or complicated situation of students during their adolescents. The support they are provided by the organization helps them stand firm in their counselling programs and sessions (American School Counseling Association, 2021).
According to American School Counseling Association (2021), Membership in American School Counseling Association (ASCA) has various benefits which include liability insurance, professional development and discounts on publications. Through the organization there are various memberships which include professional membership in which the member must be a master’s holder, retired membership where there is no liability insurance, student membership and the affiliate membership. All these members enjoy the benefits stipulated by the organization. The school counselors also benefit from the knowledge, skills, and resources to support the student achieve success a live a good social and emotional life. 
The American School Counseling Association (ASCA) resources include ASCA journals, professional development, books of counselling, and electronic media of counselling. Most of the resources of the American School Counseling Association (ASCA) is developed from the school because it is based on the needs of the students that needs to be fulfilled as early as possible to make the life the students comfortable. 
Society for Industrial and Organizational Psychology (SIOP)
Society for Industrial and Organizational Psychology (SIOP) is an organization that advocates scientific practices in all type of organization and work place which include manufacturing industry, public agencies and labor unions. In Society for Industrial and Organizational Psychology (SIOP), members are divided in various sections in the I-O Psychology which include testing, leadership development, work and life balance, compensation, diversity, workplace safety, management, teams, and diversity. The members in the organization are involved in various activities that is based on research, practice and teaching (APA, 2021).
According to SIOP (2020), the mission of Society for Industrial and Organizational Psychology (SIOP) is to ensure well-being of individuals and improve performance in the organization setting and workplace. This is achieved through teaching, science, and practice of the industrial psychology. The mission of the organization has been achieved through three major ways which include science, teaching, practice. This has been incorporated in industries and working environment so that the workers would use the psychological views to make decisions and judgement. The main roles of the includes improving the hearing process, giving advice on policy decision making, optimizing the workplace and the processes, seeking professional development, and addressing the human resource issues. The main role in the society is creating a conducive working environment for the people and ensure application of psychology in industrial activities. 
Members in Society for Industrial and Organizational Psychology (SIOP) enjoy various benefits in the organization which include conducive working environment, support on the maintenance of the working environment and decisions that guide in achieving a good working environment. The members in the organization are also exposed to variety of resources that guides them in proper management of emotions and character in the working environment. The resources they are provided with includes the journals of emotional intelligence at workplace, proper team management, and working environment maintenance. 
American Psychology and Law society
American Psychology and Law society is association that contributes the work of psychology and apply the law and legal institution in its operation. During its establishment, the society wanted to provide understanding of the law and legal institutions through the learning psychology. The idea was developed in the United States and spread through the world, this design of incorporating psychology into the legal system was seen effective in introducing the measures and regulations in promoting psychology. The idea was not to limit psychology but to make psychology an organized discipline having rules that must be followed and respected (American Psychological Association, 2021).
The American Psychology and Law society has strong mission which aims at promoting well-being of the individuals, justice, and their rights through science and use of psychology in the legal way. The American Psychology and Law society aims at ensuring the public live a comfortable life and at the same time they are exposed to science and psychology that is incorporated with the law. The law intends to protect human beings from curtailment of their rights and injustices, those issues that haven’t been brought to light through psychology they will be brought by the law incorporation with psychology. The association means of meeting the organization mission is through education offered to the public or the psychologists professionals. The education that is provided helps them to understand how law and psychology can work effectively and support the humans (American Psychological Association, 2021).
American Psychology and Law society is tasked with various functions, the main two functions include education and research. In education, the association aims at providing the psychologist with legal information so that they will have adequate information in legal institutions and how it can be utilized in psychology effectively. Education is mainly for law and legal institutions that is then supplemented by research. Psychologists are entitled with the role of conducting various research on legal institutions and psychology. The information help equip them adequately and avoid handling situation that will be difficult for them. Psychologists are required to have the right information on legal institutions and this calls for an adequate research that equips them adequately. 
There are various benefits associated with American Psychology and Law society, these benefits include low convention rates, opportunity to a subscription to mentor on psychology and American Psychologists, access to webinars. The graduates who join the American Psychological Association automatically become the members of the American Psychology and Law society. This benefits also promote adequate education and research for those interested in psychology and legal matters (American Psychological-Law Society, 2021).
American Psychology and Law society utilizes various resources which include the legal journals, psychological legal guidelines, and many other electronic resources that psychologists utilize in their research and psychological process. 
From the five professional associations, none of them can be rendered of less value than the other, they are equally important in the lives of students. The American Psychological Association plays a critical role in equipping the learning with academic guidelines of writing and also equip the professionals with scientific knowledge of critical decision making. This forms the basis of other associations, since they it is the root for all the others.
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